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Statement on Signing the Indian Land Consolidation Act Amendments of

2000
November 7, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign into law S. 1586,
the “Indian Land Consolidation Act Amend-
ments of 2000.” This Act is critical to the eco-
nomic viability of individually owned Indian
lands and the success of the Department of
the Interior’s ongoing efforts to implement the
American Indian Trust Fund Management Re-
form Act of 1994. It will help reduce the admin-
istrative and financial burden arising from the
fractionated ownership of Indian lands.

The Act puts provisions in place for probate
reform and establishing uniform rules for the
descent and distribution of interests in allotted
lands. It also contains provisions for the consoli-
dation of fractional interests, as well as pre-
venting lands from being taken out of trust
when inherited by non-Indians. In addition, it
will enhance opportunities for economic devel-
opment by specifying the minimum percentage
of owners of fractional interests that must con-
sent to leasing agreements. Finally, it extends

the Secretary’s authority to acquire fractional in-
terests, of 2 percent or less, for tribal consolida-
tion, through the pilot project that my Adminis-
tration and the Congress initiated in 1999. Since
many Native Americans die without wills, it also
authorizes estate planning assistance.

The Act results from our close consultation
and collaboration with the Congress, the tribes,
and the Indian landowners that began in 1994
and has been one of my Administration’s top
priorities in Indian trust fund management re-
form. Today’s action will help bring Indian land
ownership, management, and development into
the 21st century.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON
The White House,
November 7, 2000.

NoOTE: S. 1586, approved November 7, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106-462.

Remarks on the 2000 Presidential Election and an Exchange With

Reporters
November 8, 2000

The President. Good afternoon. Well, if ever
there was a doubt about the importance of exer-
cising democracy’s most fundamental right, the
right to vote, yesterday put it to rest. No Amer-
ican will ever be able to seriously say again,
“My vote doesn’t count.”

The American people have now spoken, but
it's going to take a little while to determine
exactly what they said. The process for that is
in motion, and the rest of us will have to let
it play out.

I want to congratulate Vice President Gore
and Governor Bush on a vigorous, hard-fought,
truly remarkable campaign.

Thank you very much.

Conversation With Vice President Gore

Q. Mr. President, did you advise the Vice
President to rescind his concession last night?

The President. No, sir. I didn’t talk to him
about it at all, one way or the other. I talked
to him afterward.

We had a great talk later, when the situation
was as it is now, and we were laughing. We
had a—he was in a good humor. He talked—
we talked about the unpredictability of life and
how he’d done all he could, and he was pleased
that he was ahead in the popular vote at the
time. I don’t know what the latest totals are.
And we had a very good talk. And he congratu-
lated Hillary, and they had a nice little visit.

But I was just like you last night—I was a
fascinated observer. Thank you.
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NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:26 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, on his return
from Chappaqua, NY. In his remarks, he referred

to Republican Presidential candidate Gov. George
W. Bush of Texas.

Interview With Maria Salinas of Univision

October 30, 2000

Budget Negotiations

Ms. Salinas. Okay, let’s start talking exactly
about what’s happening now on Capitol Hill.
Of course, you're in the middle of a very bitter
battle with Congress on the remaining legislation
that you want passed, but Republicans are blam-
ing you and accusing you of not wanting to
negotiate. Are you willing to compromise with
them on certain issues?

The President. Of course, but let’s look at
the facts here. We signed—I have signed all
but two of the appropriations bills they have
passed. There’s only two appropriations bills left
and one bill dealing with taxes and restoring
funds to the health care system.

Now, in every case where we have negotiated
in good faith, we have reached compromise, and
I have signed a bill. T signed a bill the other
day which had the biggest increase in the history
of the country for land preservation; another
bill which provided almost 80,000 vouchers for
people to move from welfare to work and have
housing vouchers; another bill which provided
real improvements in veterans’ health care pro-
grams.

So we've had lots and lots of bills that re-
solved longstanding differences in a principled,
compromised way. The only difference is that
the ones that are outstanding that they’re blam-
ing me for, instead of negotiating, they basically
walked out of the room, left the Democrats
in the White House there. They came up with
their own bill. They said, “This is the best we
can do. Take it or leave it.” Now, that’s not
a negotiation. And that’s a matter of fact. No
one disputes that.

So I'm prepared to negotiate with them but
not to let them run over me. That’s one of
the big things the voters have to think about
in this election year, is whether they really want
the Republican leadership in control of Congress
and then someone in the White House of the
same party that allows them to do this sort of
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thing without any kind of restraint, because they
would—the leadership is to the right of their
own constituency.

We were just talking before the interview
started that at 2:30 in the morning, this morn-
ing, we had reached an agreement on an edu-
cation bill that also involves the Labor Depart-
ment, that would constitute the biggest increase
in education in history. We’d double the number
of kids in after-school programs. We would have
a lot more teachers to make classes small in
the early grades. We put a lot more money
into teacher quality. We’d do more for repairing
schools that are overcrowded or crumbling. We
would provide more funds to identify and then
turn around failing schools. It's a hugely impor-
tant bill.

And it contains some important compromises
between labor and business on labor issues, in-
cluding a bill to protect workers who suffer from
stress-related  injuries on the job—physical
stress, I mean. So the Republicans shook hands
on it, and then they went back to their leaders.
And they said, “No, our lobbyists won't like
this,” so they wrecked the deal. Now, that’s not
a failure of bipartisanship; that’s a failure of
leadership on their side.

Every bill where we’ve negotiated, we've got-
ten an agreement. The only bills where we're
at loggerheads now are this one, where the lead-
ers overruled their own negotiators, and the
other two, where they won't negotiate with us.
And there’s a lot in there: immigrant fairness,
minimum wage increase, the new markets legis-
lation to give people incentives to invest in the
poor areas of America that have been left be-
hind. There’s a lot of important work still to
be done.

Latino and Immigrant Fairness Legislation

Ms. Salinas. T want to talk about that one
bill—the Latino immigration, and it's the
“Latino and Immigrant Fairness Act.” It's defi-
nitely one of the major barriers in getting the
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